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MAHLE Aftermarket Inc. Names Fourth Annual Champion
Technician

Farmington Hills, Michigan, January 13, 2015 — MAHLE Aftermarket Inc.
recently named Las Vegas, Nevada native, Kevin Roche as the fourth
annual MAHLE Aftermarket Champion Technician. Roche was awarded
the title based on his entry in the MAHLE Aftermarket Champion
Technician contest, which is designed to spotlight talented and forward
thinking engine technicians and specialists nationwide.

Roche was selected based on a short essay, submitted on his behalf by
Jennifer Herron, which detailed his passion, experience and career
accomplishments as a talented engine specialist. According to the essay,
Roche’s interest in engine technology began at an early age at his father
Terry’s speed shop. By the time he was eight years old, he could “grind
valves, valve seats and surface cylinder heads.” Terry Roche also began
drag racing and would allow his son — at just ten years of age — to steer
the dragster back to the pits on the return road. It was then that Roche
acquired a true passion for engines.

Roche’s career as a custom engine rebuilder began by following in his
father’s footsteps in the automotive trade. While working at his father’s
speed shop, Roche applied his creativity and innovation to enhance and
modify racing engines for increased power; from swapping valves and
rocker arms to valve springs and porting heads.

Jewels Lucerne, a French Canadian master machinist, known for
designing and setting up tooling and machines for the first two stroke
engine assembly line for the Mac91A chainsaw engines, was Roche’s
mentor, schooling him to be a machinist. He also was taught by Lou
Sales, the designer of the first automatic racing transmissions for fuel
dragsters in 1959, for whom Roche built drive shafts and rebuilt
convertors for 6 years.
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“Kevin Roche has proved to be a ‘champion’ in every sense of the word,”
said Ted Hughes, Manager — Marketing for MAHLE Aftermarket. “From a
very young age, the craft of engine modification has been in his blood
thanks to his father’s leadership and the guidance of a master machinist
and an engine specialist. A demand for quality and gift for creativity has
enabled Kevin to advance his career in engine technology with admirable
drive and passion. We are pleased to present Kevin with this award and
wish him continued success.”

As MAHLE Aftermarket Champion Technician, Kevin Roche received a
VIP trip to NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion’s Week™ in Las Vegas
(Dec. 3 to Dec. 6, 2014), including a three-night hotel stay and a special
meet-and-greet with a NASCAR personality. The award also included a
VIP viewing area at NASCAR Victory Lap™ and tickets to NASCAR After
The Lap™, NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Awards and the NMPA Myers
Brothers Awards Luncheon, as well as a MAHLE Aftermarket VIP dinner.

For more information about MAHLE Aftermarket and its North American
Aftermarket activities, visit www.mabhle-aftermarket.com, or contact your
local sales representative.

About MAHLE

MAHLE is a leading global manufacturer of components and systems for
the internal combustion engine and its peripherals as well as vehicle air
conditioning and engine cooling. In 2014, some 64,000 employees at 140
production locations and ten major research and development centers
are expected to generate sales of around $13 billion USD (10 billion
euros).

About MAHLE Aftermarket

The MAHLE Aftermarket business unit, specializing in spare parts and
service, uses the expertise from the series production of original
equipment in its automotive product range and supplies trade, repair shop
and engine repair partners. MAHLE Aftermarket is represented at 23
locations worldwide, with 1,670 employees. In 2013, the business unit
attached a global sales volume of $1.02 billion USD (EUR 805 million).
For further information:
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http://www.mahle-aftermarket.com/

MAHLE Aftermarket Inc.
Ted Hughes

Manager - Marketing
23030 MAHLE Drive
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
USA

Phone: +248/347-9710
Fax: +248/596-8899
ted.hughes@us.mahle.com
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