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MAHLE Aftermarket Partners with IHRA to name Clevite the Official 

Bearing of IHRA; announces Clevite Bonus Program 

 

Farmington Hills, Mich., April 28, 2014 – MAHLE Aftermarket Inc. has 

announced a three-year, multifaceted partnership with the International 

Hot Rod Association™ (IHRA) naming Clevite the official bearing of the 

IHRA. As part of the agreement, Clevite will also present a special award 

at IHRA Nitro Jam Drag Racing Series events run in conjunction with the 

Summit Racing Equipment Pro-Am Tour presented by AMSOIL. The new 

Clevite Bonus Program will award the winner of each of the seven major 

IHRA sportsman classes at those double weekends a $200 bonus and a 

special presentation in the winner’s circle. 

 

“We are very excited to bring an outstanding company like MAHLE 

Aftermarket into the IHRA family,” said John Donaldson, IHRA Senior 

Director of Corporate Partnerships. “This is a relationship that will only 

grow over the next few years as MAHLE Aftermarket continues to expand 

the role of Clevite with the IHRA on a national level.” 

 

The Clevite Bonus Program began with the Nitro Jam Drag Racing Series 

event at Bradenton Motorsports Park, April 11-12. Other events in the 

series will be at Rockingham Dragway (May 17-18), Maryland 

International Raceway (June 13-14), Grand Bend Motorplex (June 20-

22), Castrol Raceway (July 4-6) and Cordova Dragway Park (July 18-19).  

 

“We are so excited to be involved again with the IHRA through this great 

partnership,” said Bill McKnight, Training Manager at MAHLE Aftermarket 

Inc. “We are very excited about this partnership and are committed to 

making this program even more successful by growing our involvement 

with IHRA.” 

 

McKnight went on to explain that Clevite was looking to broaden their 

involvement with sportsman racers at the IHRA. “Our first association with 

the IHRA was strictly with the nitro cars, so this time we decided to get 

more involved with the grassroots of the sport and recognize the winners 

of IHRA’s seven premier sportsman classes with a cash award and a 

special presentation.” P
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Clevite has been in the bearing business since 1919 when it first began 

operations in Cleveland, Ohio. Over the past 95 years, Clevite has grown 

into a world leader in providing quality engine bearings and is the number 

one engine bearing in racing engines – every car in every NASCAR and 

IHRA race is equipped with Clevite bearings. Owned by German 

automotive parts supplier; MAHLE GmbH, Clevite continues to grow with 

research and operations centers in the United States as well as Rugby, 

England. 

 

For more information on Clevite engine bearings, visit www.mahle-

aftermarket.com, or contact your local sales representative. For more 

information on the IHRA, visit www.ihra.com. 

 

About MAHLE  

With its two business units Engine Systems and Components as well as 

Filtration and Engine Peripherals, MAHLE ranks among the top three 

systems suppliers worldwide. In 2014, the Behr Group—which ranks 

among the leading OEMs worldwide in vehicle air conditioning and 

engine cooling—will be integrated into the MAHLE Group as the Thermal 

Management business unit. All of the Group’s nonautomotive activities 

are combined in the Industry business unit with products from the 

application areas of filtration, thermal management, and large engines for 

industrial purposes. The Aftermarket business unit serves the 

independent spare parts market with MAHLE products in OE quality. 

 

MAHLE has a local presence in all major world markets. In 2014, some 

65,000 employees at 140 production locations and ten major research 

and development centers are expected to generate sales of around ten 

billion euros. 

 

For further information: 

MAHLE Clevite Inc. 

Ted Hughes 

Manager - Marketing 

23030 MAHLE Drive 

Farmington Hills, MI 48335 

Phone: +248/347-9710 

http://www.mahle-aftermarket.com/
http://www.mahle-aftermarket.com/
http://www.ihra.com/
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Fax: +248/596-8899 

ted.hughes@us.mahle.com 

   

Harry Hurst 

Harris, Baio & McCullough 

(215) 440-9800 

harry@hbmadv.com 

 

 


